Caring for people with a learning disability, colorectal cancer and stoma.
Longevity in people with learning disabilities has increased substantially over recent years and as life expectancy increases for this population so does the risk of colorectal cancer. Today, with the transition from institution to the community for people with learning disabilities, conscientious and competent medical and nursing care is a necessity. This article examines autonomy, consent, treatment, palliative care and death relating to people with profound learning disabilities and challenging behaviour, who also have colorectal cancer and stomas. Lack of written information, knowledge, and organizational planning need to be addressed to bring cancer services for the patient with learning disabilities to the level that it is for the general population.